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Philistinism being simply that side of man's nature that is not illumined by the imagination. He sees all the lovely influences of life as modes of light: the imagination itself is the world of light. The world is made by it, and yet the world cannot understand it: that is because the imagination is simply a manifestation of love, and it is love and the capacity for it that distinguishes one human being from another.
But it is when he deals with a sinner that Christ is most romantic, in the sense of most real.    The world had always loved the saint as being   the  nearest   possible approach   to   the perfection of God.    Christ, through some divine instinct in him, seems to have always loved the sinner as being the nearest possibleapproach to the perfection of man.    His primary desire was not to reform people, any more than his primary desire was to  relieve  suffering.     To turn an interesting thief into a tedious honest man was not his aim.    He would have thought little of the   Prisoners'  Aid  Society and other modern movements of the kind.    The conversion of a publican into a Pharisee would not have seemed